Step aboard
the gracious
Athena for
old-fashioned
service and
romance.
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VIVIENNE RYAN

he new breed of

superhiners, complete

with uncountable bars,

rock-climbing walls and

ice rinks. might have
some fearing the romance of
crutsing is dead. But stepping
aboard the lady of the ocean,
Athena, restores [aith.

From its gracious wrap-around
wooden decking to its plush pink
restaurant with water lapping at
its port holes, this ship does not
v 1o compete with the
resorli-type Noating entertainment
vessels — it has its own charm,

The 62-year-old Athena was
originally built as a transatlantic
liner in Sweden but, alter a radical
reconstruction in 1994 where she
was stripped to her hull and given
a FUS150 million make-over, she is
now part of the aptly named
Classic International Cruises” [eel

The ship s registered in
Madeira, Portugsl, and after tao
successiul seasons in WA i1 was
decided to make Perth its home
again for the 2000,2011 summer.

Its eight passenger decks can
cater for 3500 visitors, malking it by
today’s standards a small o
medium-sized cruise ship. What
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Athena lacks in sophistication and
sie 11 makes up with heart,

Athena’s staff are its biggest
asset, and with its Buropean
arigins, the majority come from
Western and Eastern Europe, the
Americas and Asia. They are
friendly, upbeat and with & hint of
cheekiness lknow how to make a
game of bingo fun.

All the crew are trained in old-
fashioned attentive service and
with the ship™ smaller size the
stall remember vour name, your
drink of choice and our dinner
walter, who staved with our table
the whole trip, much 1o my
hikini’s dismay, knew how much [
wanted the cheese plate every
night belore dessert.

The ship is cosy and friendly
with a line of stall members
wailing Lo escorl passengers Lo
their cabin, & rarity | am 1old, the
[irst time vou step on board, which
sets the scene (o1 the rest of the
JOUTTIEY,

Athena’s three bars are spread
inside and out and cater for a
range ol passengers,

There is the Sirene’s bar, the wop
deck’s Aeolos, Elpimor bar, Muses
night ¢lub and a small casino,



The Olissipo restaurant is the more formal of two. Athena’s cabins are spacious and comfortable,




