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Serving a classic goddess on the sea

The attentive staff on this 1940s-era liner know how to
take cruising up a notch, writes David Hurrell

YURIY was 31, had an
engineering degree and a
teaching diploma,

Hed taken a job waiting tables
with Classic International Cruises
to meel new people and see a bit
ol the world until job prospects in
his native Ukraine improved.

Polite and knowledgeable
about the food he was serving, he
wiis jusl one cog in an incredibly
slick machine that pushes through
up to 300 diners in each of the
olten two sittings each night ol'a
cruise on the MV Athena.

fut when one elderly passenger
was having trouble with the menu,
Yuriy crouched beside her to
explain each item. It was as if she
was the only person in the room
who mattered. He looked as if he
was born Lo it

Cruise velterans say top-quality
service is pretly much a given on
any cruise ship on any line. Bul
Athena veterans — and there was a
surprisingly big number of them
on the four-night return vovage
out of Fremantle to Albany and
Bunbury — say Athena®s crew lake
it up anotch.

CIC freely admits the crew has
to — Athena simply doesn®t have
the space to match facilities with
the super-liners that offer
climbing walls and skating rinks.

That*s not to say there’s little
todo - Far from it. Athena offers
traditional ¢ activities
people-focused fun such as
shuflleboard, quizezes, darts, cralt
and exercise classes and bingo.

There's a cinema and a
nightclub and entertainment is
provided each night in the
Calypso Show Lounge. You might

recognise the juggler, singers,
musicians and dancers, as thev're
likely to have checked vour
documents as vou boarded or
called the bingo that alternoon.

**Lveryone in the animation
{entertainment) crew has lo pitch
in to make sure the passengers
are looked after at all times ol the
dav and night,** cruise director
George Nakos says.,

e says the crew of 250 come
from more than 100 countries,
miking them *the United
Nations ol the cruise world
excepl we get on better*,

Athena is something of a
throwback to the past. At 16,200
tonnes, it*s a minnow alongside
many ol today™s cruise vessels.
Swedish-built, it was ordered as a
trans-Atlantic liner in 1944, and
took its maiden voyvage from
Gothenburg to New York in 1948
as the Stockholm.

The ship has changed hands
and names a few times and had a
$1500 million refit in 1994. When
refurbished in 2005, a conscious
effort was made to retain a look
and teel that harks back to the
passenger vessels of davs past,

Therein lies its beauty. As vou
stroll the timber promenade deck,
it*s easy to imagine vou've made

an escape to a more civilised era of

travel. Athena promotes a relaxed,
informal cruise atmosphere
though yvou're required to dress
lor a small number of formal
dinners on longer cruises.

There are regular crew-
organised [un and games around
the pool on the Calvpso deck. But
il 'vou just want to kick back and
read, an unoccupied corner can
usually be found, either ona

deckehair in the sun or inside in
airconditioned comfort.

Each cabin, and there are 276,
has a bath and the mid-priced
Junior suites have ample slorage
space for more clothes than you®ll
neerd on a short cruise,

There®s a library, internet
lounge and a small casino, though
that only operates on
international cruises.

The world®s biggest cruise ship,
s of the Seas, is 360m long
5 5400 passengers.
Athena is 160m long and carries
550 passengers. Get the picture?

And it is the ship®s size, say
those cruise veterans, that gives it
other major advantages.

There are few queues on board
and embarking and disembarking
takes a lol less time than on the
superliners. Given we had two
ports of call and only a few hours
at each, getting ofl and on quickly
proved a real blessing,

There's enough excursion time
in Albany to wander its historic
streets, or visit Whale World, a
working whaling station until 1978
and now a museurn. Other
attractions, apart from the
breathtaking coastling, include the
Greal Southern Distilling
Company, WAs only producer of
single-mall whisky, and M1
Romance, the world's biggest
supplicr of Australian sandalwood
oil, which also offers spa
treatments and relaxation sessions,

Bunbury port provides access to
the Margaret River wine region,
where stall al wineries including
Vasse Felix and Cullen wines still
have a passion for their product,







